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125 SCHOOLS 


AND CENTRES— 
100 TOO MANY 


"THE Spastics Society and its affiliated Local Groups 

were currently responsible for 125 schools and 
centres — and that was just 100 too many. Mr. James 
Loring, the Society’s Director, told ‘“Spastics News’’ 
this before leaving for Manchester to take part in the 
special ceremony on September 30 to mark the hand- 
ing over by The Spastics Society of Southfield Family 
Help Unit, Wilbraham Road, Manchester, to Man- 
chester Corporation. The Corporation is now to as- 


sume the responsibility of running the unit. 

He said that if it were possible, the Society would like to hand over the 
majority of its schools and centres to statutory authorities. 

Mr, Loring said: “The primary function of voluntary bodies is to pio- 
neer mew developments. They should be able to hand over new units to the 
statutory authorities as soon as they had been fully established. 

“This is happening in Manchester, Southfield — built four years ago — 
was made possible by the generosity of the Manchester and District Spastics 
Society and The Spastics Society. Now it is being handed over to the Man- 
chester Corporation, 

“Co-operation of this kind benefits all parties concerned,” he added. 
“The Manchester Corporation has saved the capital outlay of the unit, a 
total of £100,000. 

“The Spastics Society is saving the £20,000 a year running costs, which 
will help it to pioneer more desperately needed projects. And the handi- 
capped people of Manchester have gained one of the best Family Help Units 
in the country.” 

Mr. Loring hoped that other local authorities would follow Manchester’s 
lead in accepting responsibility for establishments set up by The Spastics 
Society. Many service charities were in the same position and tax anomalies 
were already making their work difficult. The refusal of statutory authorities 
to take over established projects could well be the straw which broke the 
camel’s_ back. 

Southfield provides short term care for spastics and other severely 
handicapped people at times of family crisis, to enable their families to take 
a holiday and to give parents a break from the continuous strain of caring 
for a handicapped person. 


Time, they say, is money. “Some can give one, some the other, but both are needed by 
he d ntlisbened. And both are illustrated in our story on page six about The Spastic 
Society’s Centre at White Lodge—the voluntary helpers there and the new extensions 
made possible by fund raising efforts. This little girl from White Lodge reminds us of 


the reason for it all. 


TP wo young “stars” of The Spastic Society’s new 
film “All Things Bright,” which will be pre- 


home for about 70 severely 
with limited ability. 


miered this month. The little girls attend Pictor 
House, the Centre run by the Sale, Altrincham 
and District Spastics Society, which is featured in 
the film. 

The day to day life of spastics at three Centres 
will be shown in the film, which will be given its 
premier at the National Film Theatre, Southbank, 
S.E.1 at 4 p.m. on October 6. It will take the viewer 


The other two Centres featured in the film are 
both local Group projects. They are Pictor House, 
at Sale, Cheshire, run by the Sale, Altrincham and 
District Spastics Society, and the Day Centre run 
by the Oldham and District Spastics Society. 

Shots of activities inside the Centres will be 
linked by scenes from a conference of all kinds of 
people concerned with spastics, which was held in 


inside Daresbury Hall, the Society’s Adult Residen- 
tial Centre near Warrington, Lancashire. 
Centre, a majestic Queen Anne house, provides a 


Manchester earlier this year. The conference dis- 


The cusses a wide variety of problems concerning the 


care of spastics. 


Note the date 


PASTICS Week 1971 
will be from May 9 
to 15, the Executive 


Council of The Spastics 
Society has announced. 
Flag day applications for 
London have already been 


made, and if approved, will 
be held on May 14 in the 
City of London and May 
15 in Greater London. 
Groups are urged to 
make their applications 
for flag days now, and to 
try and arrange for them 
to be held as close to 
May 14 and 15 as possible. 


Bournemouth 


on the ball 


A FLAG DAY and house- 
to-house collection held re- 
cently by Bournemouth, 
Poole and District Spastics 
Society, raised nearly 
£820. A sponsored swim 
brought in £130 for the 
same Group, while student 
nurses from Poole Hospi- 
tal donated a further £130, 
the proceeds from a spon- 
sored walk. 


PROFITS BOUGHT — 
NEW EQUIPMENT 


YYNHE Devon and Exeter 


Spastics Society is con- 
gratulating itself on having 
as one of its leading mem- 
bers, a young man called 
Tony Ellis. 


Tony was born @ spastic in 


Tiverton, a small town 
about 15 miles from 
Exeter and wili probably 
be remembered by every- 
one who sau the film 
“Right for the Job” as the 
outstanding star of the 
story. His training at Sher- 
rards has stood him in 
good stead and following 
a job in an engineering 
works at Luton, he re- 
turned to his home town 
and is working as a store- 
man in a large textile fac- 
tory. Since returning to 
Tiverton he has married a 
charming giri, also a spas- 
tic and they have settled in 
a purpose-built flat. 


Four years ago Tony ap- 


proached Mr. Charles 
Vranch, chairman of the 
group, to discuss how best 


he could help the Society 
which at that time was 
planning a new day centre 
at Exeter, and the out- 
come was the formation 
of a Spastics Bingo Club. 


Tony's father became the 


“Caller” and his mother, 
sister and other relatives 
and friends all took speci- 
fic jobs in the Club. The 
modern equipment that 
has replaced the original 
rather sketchy makeshift 
equipment has all been 
bought from the profits 
and Mr. Vranch has visi- 
ted the club from time to 
time to give a progress re- 
port to the club. 


Tony and his family look for 


no rewards for the devoted 
work they do, but the 
pride in his parents’ faces 
when they firsi heard that 
one of the main rooms in 
the building is called the 
“Tony Ellis Room,” was 
evident. Tony's efforts 
have resulted in £2,800 be- 
ing donated to the Society, 
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|. WARTIME 
MEMORY 


W E support the Spastics in 
many ways but I am 
sending you a cheque as a 
thank you for a “Wartime 
Service” you did for me per- 
sonally and to many, many 
wives and sweethearts in 
those forgotten war years. 
My husband was in the 
Navy tucked in G messroom 
very far from home. They 
had your programme on the 
radio and after the show you 
appealed to all the listening 
sailors to write to their res- 
pective sweethearts and 
wives. This wife, who never 
had long, loving letters, re- 
ceived a ten page letter, one 
that I have to this very day. 
We wish to thank you for 
the pleasure you have given 
and do give, but how the 
heck do you remain the same 
age? 
Re 


HOPE AND 
COMFORT 


OR all the hope and com- 
fort you gave me during 

the war when my two girls 
were killed and their three 
children, I thank you. This 
is not much, but 1 am old 


now, 81, and still going 
aong. 
AVA. 


‘DEAR VER 


LUNA Ge. 


HE response to the TV appeal by Vera Lynn 

has been both heartwarming and generous. 
Among the many hundreds of letters that accom- 
panied contributions we have selected a few which 
touched us a little. They range from children to 
an old man recently widowed, who amidst his grief, 
still felt the urge to make a practical gesture of 
thanks for the 50 years of happy married life his 


wife had given him. 


ELOQUENT 
APPEAL 


AS such I must address you 
(Dear Vera Lynn) with 
my memories of the Second 
World War being still so 
vivid, though actually I am 
a fighting soldier of the first 
World War. I send herewith 
my cheque for 5 gns. to help 
along your so eloquent 
appeal of yesterday. I trust I 
may hear and see you once 
again on television. I have 
not put my address, just to 
save your time in acknow- 
ledging. 

C.0’S. 


50 HAPPY 
YEARS 


HAVE just lost my wife 
‘who died in her 90th 
year, peacefully u: her sleep. 
The enclosed is a thanks- 
offering for over 50 years of 
happy married life. 
P.M.C. 


YOUTHFUL 
KINDNESS 


And here is a selection of 
letters which accompanied 
contributions from some of 
the very young. 

MY mummy and daddy 
a" are sending some money 
to you, as they saw you on 


Break 
¢ 


Helpers at the 
trekking camp 


Gill Evans and Liz Brown are pictured outside their tent at 
the Camp set up at Underriver, Kent, as the base for the first 
Pony Trek for spastics. Gill and Liz acted as helpers to the 
spastic riders—aged between 13 and 22—who took part in 
the very successful trekking holiday. Trek leader was Mr. 
Peter Felgate of the Bradbourne Training and Riding 
Establishment, who also supplied the ponies. 


| 


| 


television. We all felt sorry 
for the people. 

My daddy who is now 50 
saw you in the war and heard 
you sing in Calcutta. My 
name is Tracy and I am 11 
years old and although I 
am not big I fee! sorry for 
the people on the television. 
Love. 

The Cohen family. 


PETS AND 
BICYCLES 


WE. have _ organised a 

bicycle show and a pet 
show to raise this money 
for the spastics. 


Nicholas Goddard 
Chris Goddard 
Mark Vallance 

Paul Vallance 
Andrew Widdowson 
Brian Cross. 


“IN MY 

POCKIT”’ 

T FOUND ten shillings in 
my pockit and Im send- 

ing It to you for your spas- 

fic patients. 

Caroline McAdam. 


BOOKS AND 
BEADS 


HEARD your appeal on 

the TV a few weeks ago 
so I thought I would have a 
sale of my old books and 
beads I did not want. I only 
raised 4s. 9d., so I bought a 
4s. postal order and a 5d. 
stamp. It is for the handi- 
capped people 1 do hope it 
will help a little better if not 
a lot for something for them. 


Susan Branigan (aged 11). 


A 70-year-old — P 
led the way 


A 70-year-old was among a party of 14 spastic men 
and women, who set out from Llanberis Youth 
Hostel to climb Mount Snowdon last month. He was 
Mr. Lance Wrigley, of “Toc H’, 15 Fitzroy Square, 
London W.1, who like his fellow climbers is a member 
of the Association of ’62 Clubs. ; : 

The party travelled to the summit via the Llanberis 
Pass, climbing a height of 3,000 feet, and covering al- 
most five miles. 

Dr. Ron Firman, of Nottingham, one of the leaders 
of the expedition, said: “We travelled at the pace of 
our slowest member, and those who were least handi- 
capped helped those who were more disabled. 

“Members of the party have varying degrees of 
physical disability which affects their ability to walk. 
Several also have difficulty in co-ordinating hand move- 
ments and speech. f 

“The principal object of the climb was to draw 
attention to the work of the Association, particularly in 
encouraging handicapped people to be as independent 
as possible, and in encouraging them to help one 
another as much as possible. 


“By our example we hope to stimulate a sense of 
adventure in other handicapped people, and to foster 
fuller participation in such outdoor pursuits as fell 
walking and youth hostelling. Previously these have 
been regarded as the sole ‘province of the non-dis- 


abled.” 


Those taking part in the climb were: John Battson, 
of Lichfield, Staffs.; David Branch, of London; David 
Beebee, of London; Nicholas Buck, of Stanmore, Mid- 
dlesex; John Chapman, of Nottingham; David Edwards, 
of Bromley, Kent; Ron Firman, of Nottingham; Chris- 
topher Hills, of Watford, Herts.; Susan Hubbard, of 
Stapleford, Notts.; Eileen Spink, of Watford, Herts.; 
Mary Youatt, of Somerton, Somerset; and Lance Wrig- 


ley, of London. 


PETO EXPERIMENT IS 
WORKING WELL HERE 


read with interest Mr. 

Loring’s observations 
on the Peto system of ed- 
ucating motor disabled 
children in Budapest, and 
his report on what The 
Spastics Society is doing 
with this system experi- 
mentally at Ingfield Manor 
and Craig-y-Parc. 

Whilst I realise that the 
experimental groups in 
these schools are only in 
their infancy, I think Mr. 
Loring speaks a little dis- 
missively of their work 
and the results they have 
achieved. 

Had he seen children at 
Ingfield Sports Day dem- 
onstrating their work 
within this system—con- 
centrating as a group with 
their ‘Conductors’ in spite 
of an audience of inanely 


[TERS TO THE 


chattering parents — I 
think he would agree that 
‘special rapport’ has been 
established here in a rela- 
tively short time. 


Mr. Loring’s rather pes- 
simistic emphasis on the 
difficulty in obtaining and 
training Conductors im- 
plies a doubt about the 
chances of success in ap- 
plying some Peto princi- 
ples, rather than carbon 
copying the Budapest In- 
stitute in toto. 


From what I have seen: 
at Ingfield, the  experi- 
ments are working unbe- 
lievably well already, side 
by side with the existing 
atmosphere of completely 
natural and unaffected re- 
lations between staff and 
children which has always 
been one of the most valu- 
able assets of the schools 


as far as I as a parent am 
concerned. 


Mrs. Ann Purser, 
Hogfair House, 
Burnham, 

Bucks. 


MR. JAME LORING, Director 
of The Spasties Society, com- 
ments: “I feel that Mrs. Purser 
has misunderstood part of my 
article. I do not agree that I 
spoke ‘dismissively’ of the 
Peto work in eur two schools 
and indeed, if I was not enthu- 
siastic ahout the Peto method 
I would not have initiated the 
experiments at Ingfield and 
Craig-y-Pare. However, Mrs. 
Purser must not underestimate 
the difficulties of obtaining 
and training Conductors. These 
are very great indeed hecause 
of the structure of the British 
teaching and therapy — profes- 
sions.” 


A ehanee 
to prove 
themselves 


ACH year two camps 
are held for spastics 
under canvas in the coun- 
try in Surrey. Those in 
wheelchairs attend just as 
much as those a little less 
handicapped. 


The camps are held for 
one week, during this time 
they go swimming, boat- 
ing, horse riding, activi- 
ties of which most have 
been deprived because 


parents or friends thought 
them not capable. 

When they are at camps 
the environment is so dif- 
ferent it takes a few days 
to adjust, but they live 
during this week, whether 
they enjoy it or not. For 
they are treated like nor- 
mal human beings, having 
to do work such as peeling 
potatoes, chopping wood, 
cleaning toilets—some are 
surprised at what they can 
achieve. 

What I am trying to say 
is, how can any of us-ex- 
pect young handicapped 
adults to mature properly 
if they are deprived of the 
outside world? They may 
as well not exist. But they 
do, and they need to be 
given a chance to prove 
their capability. 

This can only be done 


if they are helped. There 
are 62 clubs they could 
attend if they had trans- 
port, some have, but many 
haven't. 

If they are shown that 
people outside do want to 
help and integrate with 
them, then we are all half 
way there to the end of the 
long and tiring battle of 
communication. 

Remember everyone is 
equal no matter what their 
disability is. We all need 
help at times, these people 
need it all the time. Am I 
really asking that much? 


Miss M. A. Hargreaves, 
13 Wyatt’s Court, 
Ealing Rd., 

Wembley, 

Middlesex. 


Is this 
new law 
unfair ? 


N Y spastic son has been 
Yunning a small bingo 
session every Monday 
night for four years. He 
has had good support until 
July 1 this year when the 
law came into force which 
said that we couldn't sell 
any more than 10s. worth 
of books to any one person. 
This has dropped our pro- 
fits by half. in 
We have a lot of sup- 
porters who are aged be- 
tween 70 and 80 who can 
only run to one set of 


books, which cost 4s. 6d. 


each, and we have a lot 
who buy two sets for 9s. 
But many people used to 
come who liked to buy 
three sets at a cost of 13s. 
6d., and who do not come 
now as they can only spend 
10s. and they get bored. 
They have only got a few 
miles to go to Exeter Top 
Rank where they can 
spend what they like. 

I think the new law is 
very unfair to this very 
good cause and I pray that 
the people who made it 
never have a spastic child 
or grandchild who needs 
help. If they were to visit 
the Vranch House in Exe- 
ter they would see where 
all our money goes. When 
there was an appeal for 
money for a kidney mach- 
ine we were the first to 
raise £25 — two nights 
after the appeal was laun- 
ched. In future we are not 
giving to any appeals or 
any other charity, although 
all appeal letters will be 
answered with an explana- 
tion why we cannot give. 


Mrs. E. E. Ellis, 

21 Seymour Terrace, 
Tiverton, 

Devon. 
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THE LITTLE ONES WITH THE | AN AMBULANCE 


COMPASSIONATE HEARTS 


P)URING the long 

school holidays, chil- 
dren all over the country 
have been holding fetes 
and jumble sales to col- 
lect money for spastics. 
One of the youngest was 
Lisa Davies, aged seven, 
who wanted to help a 
four - year-old spastic 
cousin whose mother 
had died. Lisa, who lives 
at Staines in Middlesex, 


~ travelled all the way to 


the spastics school in 
South Wales which her 
cousin attends, to deliver 
personally some of her 
Own toys and games. 


Not content with this, 
She decided to set up a 
stall for the sale of second- 
hand goods outside Staines 
railway station to raise 
money for the school. She 
collected £20 from passing 
commuters and later made 


KALEIDOSCOPE 
by 


Anne Plummer 


the return journey to 
Wales to hand over the 
money for the _ spastic 
children. 


Another spastic whose 
plight caught the sym- 
pathy of local children 
was little Glenn Cooper, 


of Hartlepool, Durham. 
When neighbouring 
youngsters heard that 


Glenn had to go into hospi- 
tal for an operation they 
began to collect goods for 
sale. With the proceeds, 
they brought a huge toy 
panda (nearly as big as 
Glenn himself) to cheer 
him up in hospital. 


Keen 
In both these cases, the 
children were _ raising 


money for people they 
knew personally, but other 
jumble sale stories show 
that young people are equ- 
ally keen to contribute to 
general Group funds. The 
Barrow and District Spas- 
tic and Handicapped Chil- 
dren’s Society, for exam- 
ple, 
from no fewer than seven 
groups of children who 
held jumble sales in vari- 
ous parts of Barrow-in- 
Furness. Amounts ranged 
from 15s. to £4 7s: In the 
same county, the Oldham 
Spastics Society was sent 
contributions totalling 
£9 12s. 3d. from children’s 
jumble sales. 


Groups 


Another town which 
saw more than one of 
these youthful efforts was 
Bradford. Here,’ three 
groups of children organ- 
ised sales, resulting in 
sums of £6 3s. 7d., £3 and 
£2 14s. Still in Yorkshire, 
further jumbles were held 


received donations. 


HIGH-PRESSURE salesmanship from Lisa Davies (left) and Deborah O 


at Huddersfield (about 
£17), Halifax (£4 14s.) 
and Hull (£17 13s. 6d.). 
The Hon. Secretary of the 
Dewsbury and_ District 
Spastics Society has drawn 
our attention to the efforts 
of Ann Murgatroyd and 
Maureen Howley, both 
aged 13, who not only 
raised £8 with a holiday 
jumble sale but earlier 
sold £10 worth of tickets 
and programmes for Spas- 
tic Week. 


Not to be outdone, chil- 
dren from the _ other 
“Roses” county, Lanca- 
shire, have also made a 
splendid contribution. Ap- 
art from the various 
efforts already mentioned 
at Barrow and Oldham, 
“spastic jumbles” were 
also held at Rochdale, 
Widnes and Warrington. 
In the first over £7 was 
raised, £4 3s. at Widnes 
and £11 at Warrington, 
where thirteen children 
got together to organise a 
sale. At nearby Stockport, 
another £11 was collected 
by three schoolgirls. 


Carnival 


Further east, five young 
girls raised £20 with a 
jumble sale in aid of the 
Sunderland Spastics Soci- 
ety. 


North of the Border, 
too, several groups of chil- 
dren held sales to help 
Scottish spastics in places 
as far apart as Oban, 
Paisley and Aberdeen. 


As a change from jum- 
ble sales, two sisters at 
Ancaster, Lincolnshire, 
organised a carnival fete. 
This included an enter- 
tainment with _ singing, 
dancing and comedy sket- 
ches and a “Knockout” 
contest in addition to vari- 
ous novelty sideshows. 


The proceeds of £9 were 
sent to Vera Lynn’s tele- 
vision appeal. 

Two young visitors from 
the U.S.A. helped British 
spastics while staying with 
their grandmother near 
Braintree in Essex. They 
were Elizabeth Sparks, 12 
and her brother, Chris, 9, 


wen at Staines. 


(Photo by courtesy of Evening News). 


most of the children who 
organised these fur ‘-rais- 
ing efforts were und+ei the 
age of 13,it all addsuptoa 
remarkable achievement. 

However, it seems strange 
that most of them took 
place North of the prover- 
bial line from the Wash to 
the Mersey. One wonders 


whether children in the 
South of England lack the 
initiative to hold their 
own jumble sales or 
whether it is that North- 
ern youngsters get more 
publicity. 


who held a ‘‘Games and 
Race” afternoon with their 
cousins and a friend. They 
raised £3 which was sent to 
the Society’s East Anglian 
Regional office. 

When one considers that 


MR. CHRISTOPHER GREENER, who at 7ft. 5ins., claims 
to be the tallest man in Britain, has no difficulty in pushing 
over a pile of pennies at the Sun public house, Darenth, Kent, 

These piles of pennies continue to be one of the most 
lucrative ways of raising money for spastics. At one pub, 
in fact, the Hoops, at Bassingbourn in Cambridgeshire, it 
is estimated that between £5,000 and £6,000 has been collec- 


ted over the last 10 years. 
(Photo by courtesy of Kentish Times) 


Appeal for 
more cash 


BRISTOL Spasties Associa- 
tion, faced with a serious 
financial crisis, has appealed 
to the City Council to in- 
crease its contribution towards 
the annual running costs of 
the spastics work centre. The 
centre, which provides occu- 
pation for 40 local spastics, 
costs about £24000 per an- 
num, Up to now, Bristol 
corporation has provided 
£1,000 of this. 


A GOOD EFFORT 
BY CHILDREN 


A “GRAND SUMMER 
Fete” held by a group of 
children at Stockport, 
Cheshire, raised £30 11s. 
for the local — spastics 
Group. 
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FOR COVENTRY 


PHYSICALLY handi- 
capped people in 
Coventry were faced 
with a problem. Addi- 
tional transport was re- 
quired to carry them to 
and from the three day 
centres run by volun- 
tary organisations in 
the City. As a result 
many were unable to at- 
tend the centres regu- 
larly, and some were 
unable to go at all. 
Then The _ Spastics 
Society stepped in. The 
Society has made a gift 
of a £2,300 ambulance 
to the Coventry City 
Council. The _ vehicle 
will be used specifically 
to carry physically han- 
dicapped people—some 
of whom are spastics— 
between their homes 
and the day centres. 
The ambulance was 
officially handed over to 
the Council at the Bevan 


Lodge Old People’s 
Home, Montalt Road, 
Cheylesmore, Coventry 


and was received on hbe- 
half of the Council by 
the Lord Mayor of Cov- 
entry. 

Up to 15 handicapped 
people will be able to 
travel in the ambulance 
at one time. This in- 
cludes four in wheel- 
chairs. An_ electrically- 
operated hoist at the 
rear lifts chairbound 
people. 


As good as 
last year 


TH OVER £900 in, 
and money still to 
come, the “Project Hori- 
zon” fete in aid of Scottish 


Spastics, in Burngreen 
Park, Kilsyth, has proved 
as successful as last year’s 
magnificent effort, when a 
similar sum was raised. 
This was the fourth such 
fete in the town and last 
year was the first time the 
function had been held in 
Burngreen Park. 


A £450 SWIM 


THE APPLEBY branch of The 
Spastics Society raised £454 
as a result of sponsored swim 
in Appleby (Westmorland) 
Swimming Pool. 


It could be a 
record run 


HEN members of 
the Spenborough 
(Yorks.) Athletic Club 
say they are going on 
a cross country run, 


they mean just that. 
Eight of them ran right 
across the country from 
Scarborough to Black- 
pool, in order to raise 
money for spastics. 
The runners com- 
pleted the journey in re- 
lays. They each ran for 
half hour periods, and 
while each member of 
the team was running, 
the other members rode 
in cars. But the entire 


team ran the first mile 
however, cheered on by 
well wishers. 

The effort could well 
be the first ever spon- 
sored relay run from 
one side of Britain to 
the other. With this in 
mind the team mem- 
bers are sending details 
of the event to the 
Guinness Book of Re- 
cords. 

Those taking part in 
the run were: Mike Par- 
ker, Philip Stocks, Glen 
Shaw, Jack Haley, 
Frank Wheeler, Ha 
Wheeler, Roger Fla 
gan and Gerry Hird. 
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THAT IS 


HOW A CHAIR 
WAS MADE 


FARLY in 1966 a leaflet from a medical appliance firm 

in Switzerland illustrating a highly specialised Ger- 
man chair for spastics, led me to contact David Scrutton, 
the Research Physiotherapist at the Paediatric Research 
Unit at Guys Hospital, on the need to assess this chair in 
this country. Our conclusions were that these specia'ised 
chairs were very expensive and often used as “‘straight- 
jackets”. Also, we thought they were often not the proper 
size to suit the individual and growing child. 


We warmed to the idea of 


Seeing if we could design a. 


chair which would fit the indiv- 
idual child exactly and be 
adjustable as.he grew. Our sec- 
ond aim was to produce a chair 
which had as little as possible 
added, so that it would not im- 
mediately appear as a chair for 
a handicapped child. We 
wanted a chair that would be 


acceptable in anybody’s sitting . 


room. 

Warming to this theme, 
David Scrutton, through the 
newly formed Aids to Daily 
Living study group of The 


we knew the idea was going to 


work, and, by May 1968, we 
were satisfied with the chair’s 
function but not with its 
appearance. 

During 1968 I had been advis- 
ing the students at Ravens- 
bourne College of Art on the 
design of equipment and fur- 
niture they were planning as a 
result of contact with the stud- 
ents and staff of the Society's 
Delarue School at Tonbridge, 
Kent. Mr. Burne-Jones, then a 
second. year student and joint 
designer of a particularly in- 


By NICHOLAS ELWES 
Aids and Appliances Officer 


Spastics Society, wrote to 34 
of the top physiotherapists 
specialising in cerebral palsy, 
asking for their views on a suit- 


able chair for the home. Their ~ 


replies were analysed, and led 
us to a conclusion which. has 
afiected the whole design of 
this chair. 

Why, we asked, should child- 
ren be permanently lifted off 
the ground in all these special 
chairs? Why shouldn’t they 
have their feet on the ground 
like normal children? If, we 
thought, we could keep their 
feet on the ground, then all 
that was needed was a “‘float- 
ing” seat to vary in height 
from the floor, with an adjust- 
able back to vary the distance 
from the front of the seat. The 
latter wouid give the seat 
depth adjustment, 

We went back to the work 
study group enthused by the 
idea, and got a promise of 
money for prototypes which 
would be made up and asses- 
sed. 

Mr. Goldthorp was chosen to 
make these prototypes and a 
long period of development, 
assessment, re-development and 
re-assessment followed. Even- 
tually we got to a stage where 


Spastic children from the 
society’s Meldreth Training 
School set out on a trip to 
Whipsnade Zoo, with mem- 
bers of Chrishall Bible Study 
Group. The young bible stu- 
dents raised their own funds 
to provide the outing. 

(Photo by courtesu of Herts. 


genious cantelever adjustable 
-type-writer desk, became inter- 
ested in the chair project. 


After a great deal of work 
on models, drawings, proto- 
types and after two periods of 
assessment—the last with four 
prototypes simultaneously 
assessed in England and Scot- 
land—the chair was finalised. 
It is now produced as the 
Multivariable chair. 


TWO PRICES 


The chair costs £10 without 
body support, as shown in the 
photograph, but £13 if it is fit- 
ted with cushioned side sup- 
ports: The seat can be set as 
low as 8” from the ground and 
as high as 13”; it can be moved 
backwards to give a seat length 
of 94” or forward to produce 
a seat depth of 16”. 


It can be placed in the hori- 
zontal or tipped backwards to 
an angle of 13 degrees and the 
back rest angle can be adjusted 
to 20 degrees from the up- 
right, This allows for a right 
angled sitting position, but 
with a backwards angled seat. 

The backrest is also adjust- 
able in height and the pillows 
of the seat and backrest are 
reversable and _ interchange- 
able. At present the chair is 
being made in royal blue, cir- 
rus upholstery on _ natural 
beech wood, with black screw 
knobs and washers for the 
adjustments. 

The chair was recently ex- 
hibited at the Scottish Hospi- 


a ee ee 


The Multivariable chair—product of four years’ work. 


tal Centre, at the International 
Hospital Equipment Exhibition, 
Earls Court, and at the 5th 
International Congress and Ex- 
hibition of Occupational Thera- 
pists in Zurich. 


At this last exhibition it was 
‘ on the stand of the Swiss medi 
cal appliance firm which orig- 
inally sent me the leaflet of 
the German chair, and there- 
fore, started this chain of 
events. An occupational thera- 
pist returning to this country 
described the “Varimult Kin- 
derstuhl” that they had seen 
out there in detail for me and 
it was this that made me think 
Jt was about time to write -his 
article setting out how this 
little chair originated. 


A MAN FOR 
GOOD CAUSES 


THE LATE Mr. William 
Charles Weaver of Stroud, 
Gloucestershire, was a factory 
worker, never earning more 
than £10 a week, yet by 
shrewd buying of stocks and 
shares he built up a consider- 
able fortune. During his life- 
time he gave away thousands 
of pounds to good causes and 
his recently published will 
showed charitable bequests 
totalling £26,688. These  in- 
cluded a legacy of £1,000 to 
The Spastics Society’s Wilfred 
Pickles School. 


— 


LAYTIME for spastics, 

the blind, the mentally 

and physically handicapped 
needs special planning. 


That is why a_ special 
course is being arranged at 
The Spastics Society’s 
Castle Priory College at 
Wallingford so that’ archi- 
tects, teachers, psychologists 
and others interested in the 
problem can discuss and 
exchange ideas on the proper 
planning of play facilities for 
disabled children. 


The course, from October 


A PLANNING SPECIAL 


26 to 29, will cover all 
aspects of the subject includ- 
ing the designing of adven- 
ture playgrounds, research 
into play equipment, play 
provisions for mentally 
handicapped children and 
planning a playground for 
blind children. 


Speakers will include well- 
known architects, designers, 
play scheme organisers and 
researchers and a film pro- 
gramme has also_ been 
arranged, showing handicap- 
ped and _ non-handicapped 
children in play situations. 


FENHE Scottish Council for 
the Care of Spastics, our 
sister organisation North of 
the Border, 
colourful new brochure, de- 
scribing the various aspects of 
its work. 
The 16-page booklet shows 
pictures of Schools, occupa- 
tional Centres and Residen- 


tial and Holiday Homes run 
by the Council, which was 


has produced a+- 


Telling them about it 


founded in 1946. 

Also listed are Day Centres 
and other facilities offered by 
the Council’s affiliated Local 
Groups. 

Of special interest, too, is 
the Council’s Heraldic crest, 
which shows a rising sun 
flanked by a flaming torch and 
the rod of Aesculapius on a 
blue shield above the motto 
“towards a brighter horizon.” 


and Cambs. Reporter) 


born without legs. 


Now aged 58 and married with four daughters, Dr. Vis- 
cardi is founder and President of Abilities Incorporated, a 
New York institution made up entirely of severely disabled 4 


people. 


The organisation employs 350 workers and has a sales 
turnover exceeding five million dollars a year. 
operate by a system of matching abilities. 3 

“Complement one man’s strength with another’s weakness 
and you sometimes gain the productivity of three,” says Dr. — 


Viscardi. 


He takes the view that everyone is handicapped for some 
jobs. “If you can’t sing high C you are totally and permanently 
disabled for an opera career,” he says. 


Can't sing high C? Then 


you are handicapped too 


A RECENT issue of the newsletter published by the Crip- 
pled Children’s Association of South Australia tells of a 
remarkable visitor to Adelaide. 

He was Dr. Henry “Hank” Viscardi, an American who was 


The workers 


Christopher Nykiel, 10, a spastic who attends Larchfield 
Special School, Harrogate, Yorkshire, with the certificate 
he won in the Leeds Schools Crime Prevention Merit Con- 
test. Contestants had to design either a poster or a 
symbol suitable for use as a letterhead or postmark. 
Christopher entered the contest in competition with 
able-bodied children and painted his award-winning 
poster kneeling on the floor so that he could hold the 
paper steady with his knees. The poster showed a door 


with a hand ready to open it. 


(Photo by courtesy of Yorkshire Evening Post). 


A COMPETITION in which 
members of the public were 
invited to guess how much 
money was thiewn into a 
“Spastics Wishing Well” has 
been abandoned because the 
money was being stolen. 
Wire-cutters had been used 
to force open a metal grid 
over the well in the shopping 
centre at Luton. Bedford- 
shire. Proceeds from the 
well were to have been don- 
ated to the Lady Zia Wern- 
her Centre for Spastic Child- 
ren. 


‘A swindler... 


BLACKPOOL residents have 
been. warned. against a door- 


to-door almanack salesman 
operating in the area. He is 
reported to have shown a 
card giving the name of the 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastics 
Society, but the group has 
no knowledge of this man. 
The matter is being investi- 
gated by the police. 


...and a thief 


A SPASTICS coliecting box 
outside a shop in Corby, 
Northamptonshire has been 
broken into and the contents 
stolen. Strongly condemning 
this “mean and despicable” 
theft, the shopkeeper, Mr. 
Charles Haywood, has given 
£5 from his owu pocket to 
help make up the loss. 
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Mrs. K. E. N. Hussain 


A LATHE 
WILL BE HIS 
MEMORIAL 


A LATHE is to be installed 
at the Norwich Spastics Work 
Centre in memory of David 
Crouch, 18, who was killed in 
a road accident earlier this 
year. He had worked at the 
centre for two years. Friends 
and relatives subscribed £80 to 
a memorial fund for David and 
his parents decided that a 
piece of workshop equipment 
would be the most, fitting 
tribute. 


SWIM BROUGHT 


THEM £500 


A SPONSORED swim orga- 
nised by Brampton branch of 
the Cumberland, Westmorland 
and Furness Spastices Society, 
raised £500 for group funds 
and a flag day brought in 
£162. 


ALL 
RACES WORK 


T0G 


WHEN Essex-born Mrs. K. E. N. Hussain of 

Penang, Malaysia, returned recently to Britain 
for a holiday, much of her time was given over to 
studying how this country cares for its spastic child- 
ren and adolescents. For Mrs. Hussain, an English- 
woman with a Malaysian husband, is a voluntary 
worker and supervisor at the Penang Spastic Child- 


ren’s Centre. 

The Penang Centre, only 
one of three in Malaysia, 
cares for 48 spastic young- 
sters between the ages of 3 
to 21 years. It receives a 
small Government grant, but 
the majority of the money 
has to be found by voluntary 
effort. And this is where 
Mrs. Hussain first came into 
the picture when she married 
a Muslim and went to live in 
Penang six years ago. 

Finding herself with time 
on her hands, and anxious 
to contribute scmething to 
community life, she began by 
helping in local fund-raising 
activities. Soon, however, she 
decided that she wanted to 
help in other ways too. So 
she commenced voluntary 
work at the centre and 
proved such a capable helper 
that, within a comparatively 
short time, she was asked to 


A HEARTY laugh from Mr, Bernard Brett as it took four 

men to lift him in his wheelchair up the steps of Col- 
chester library. Mr. Brett, who is a spastic and secretary of 
the Colchester branch of the Disabled Income Group, was 
organising a demonstration by local disabled people for better 
access to public buildings. Over 2,000 signatures were collec- 
ted from members of the public for a petition later presented 


to the Mayor of Colchester. 


(Photo by courtesy of Colchester Gazette) 


take over the job of super- 
visor. 

“At the time I was sur- 
prised, flattered and a little 
apprehensive,” says Jasmine 
Hussain (Jasmine being the 
Muslim equivalent of her for- 
mer English name, Joseph- 
ine). “However, with won- 
derful support and encour- 
agement from everyone, I’ve 
managed to cope success- 
fully.” 

The Centre is staffed by 
a Chinese physiotherapist, 
two Indian teachers, an 
English speech therapist and 
an occupational therapist, 
who is also British. A Chin- 
ese doctor visits the children 
once weekly on a voluntary 
basis. 


With verve 


Mrs. Hussain speaks with 
enthusiasm of her new home- 
land — “a young develop- 
ing country, with a terrific 
verve. ; 

“We get tremendous back- 
ing and help from many of 
the young people in the dis- 
trict, They’re absolutely mar- 
vellous and can’t do enough 
to help us. It 1s heart-warm- 
ing too to see the way that 
all races, colours and creeds 
work together hayvmoniously. 
Our voluntary workers, 
young, middle-aged and old, 
include Malays, Chinese, 
Indians and British — all 
united under a Chinese presi- 
dent and making up a very 
happy team, 

“Nobody is concerned 
about race at all. The only 
thing that pre-occupies us 
all is the necessity to give 
spastic children a real chance 
in life, and to raise enough 
money to help ensure this.” 

No wonder that Mrs, Hus- 
sain has such a strong loy- 
alty to her new country and 
thinks it is “such a great 
place in which to live.” 


| 
| 


hever 


DAY I shall remem- 
ber for the rest of 
my life came when I was 
honoured to be at Buck- 
ingham Palace to witness 
three of my youth club 
members presented to 
Prince Philip on reaching 
their Gold Standard in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme. 

To go to the Palace is an 
honour, but to go inside the 
building itself is unbelievable. 
Even now, I have to pinch my- 
self to find out if it wasn’t a 
dream. As secretary of Liand- 
dewi Youth Club, MHopkins- 
town, Pontypridd, South 
Wales, this was the greatest 
thrill of my life because, be- 
ing a spastic, I am confined to 
a wheelchair, I have taken an 
interest in® youth work for a 
number of years and watched 
these three lads go through 
the work and preparation for 
the Gold Award. 


Wheelchair 


I arrived at Buckingham 
Palace, driven by a friend, 


Mr. Norman Kent. My escort, 
Mr. Mansel Davey, who is the 
Field Officer for the Welsh 
Association of Youth Clubs, 
pushed me in my wheelchair 
through the Prince of Wales’ 
entrance and along a corridor 
where we waited until a Page 


WHEN Stephen Moss, of 16 New Road, Ruff ord, Lancs., was five; he decided he would 
learn to ride a bike. Now, at 15, he has just achieved that. 

To others ten years may seem a long time to learn to ride a bike, but Stephen is a 
spastic and has just passed his cycling proficiency test at Rufford Church of England 
School. He entered on a veteran tricycle and went round the obstacles on the course as 
fast and as efficiently as the next man. Stephen is a keen scout and has alreadu won a 
proficiency certificate in swimming. 


forget 


of the Royal Household met 
us. Then we proceeded along 
the main corridor and up in a 
lift to the large hall adjoining 
the State ballroom where the 
ceremony was to be held. 

The art treasures on the 
walls were superb and one can 
only describe them with awe 
and pleasure. 


Ballroom 


Soon it was time for Mr. 
Davey and myself to be shown 
into the State Ballroom, which 
was a splendid sight. Six huge 
chandeliers were suspended 
from the high ceiling, which 
was itself inlaid with gold and 
silver. We entered through two 
huge mirrored doors and the 
steward showed me to my 
place, which was right in the 
front. 

The colours were breath- 
taking. Set upon a dais at one 
end of the ballroom there 
were two Throne chairs, which 
had the Royal insignia and 
coat of arms on the _ head- 
rests. On each side of these 
high chairs red velvet cur- 
tains were draped. 

Prince Philip arrived and by 
now there were 1,500 people 
assembled in the ballroom. 
Four hundred young people 
were presented to H.R.H., 
and when it came to Roger 
Jennings, Christopher Pryce 


and Stephen Whiles to be pre- 


‘The day that he will 


sented, how very proud I felt. 

To witness the presentation 
of these boys from my youth 
club was a fitting reward after 
so much hard work, and well 
worth waiting for. 

The ceremony ended, and 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
thanked all those who had 
attended. Once again, a Page 
took Mr. Davey and myself 
down in the lift and out on te 
the quadrangle. As we went 
through the Prince of Wales’ 
entrance, I was to witness one 
of the finest scenes I have 
ever imagined. The guard 
was changing duty, dressed in 
scarlet tunics, silver buttons 
shining brilliantly in the sun, 
and of course wearing the tra- 
ditional busbies. 

That, to me, was the climax 
of a day in the life of a spas- 
tic which I would remember 
for the rest of my life. 

Instead of .driving me 
straight back to Paddington 
Station after leaving the 
Palace, Mr. Kent took me 
around part of London te 
show me Trafalgar Square, 
Piccadilly Circus, the Thames 
Embankment and the Houses 
of Parliament. I would like to 
thank him and all those whe 
made this a memorable day 
for me. 


HENRY J. WOOD 


Have any other spastics 
a story to tell of a mem- 
orable day? Why not 
share it with the readers 
of Spastics News? We are 
always pleased to receive 
original contributions. 


— 


P[\HE three spastics, Owen 

Parry, Roger Holt and 
David Branch, who took part 
in a round-the-coast endur- 
ance drive during Spastics 
Week were able to browse 
through the mass of Press 
cuttings resulting from their 
trip when they met at a 


reunion lunch at the 
Society’s Family. Services 
and Assessment Centre, 
Fitzroy Square, London. 


Pictured left to right: Mr. 
Tony Frank, Assistant Direc- 
tor, Regions; Mr. Branch, 
Miss Margaret Morgan, Mr. 
Parry (seated), Mr. Bill Har- 
greaves, Mr. Holt, and Mr, 
Mike Reynolds. 
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feed Joe Hendy and Paul Keenan at White Lodge. 


Voluntary helpers Mrs. Vine (top) and Mrs. White (below 


UPON 


MAJOR milestone in the history of White Lodge Children’s Centre at 

Chertsey will be made next month, when the Centre’s new £30,000 
extension is officially opened by The Duchess of Kent, Patron of The 
Spastics Society. The extension, in use since the beginning of the year, 
provides much needed extra space at the Centre. It contains three physio- 
therapy rooms, two speech therapy rooms, a doctor’s recom, laundry, staff 
toilets and a caretaker’s lobby. Two extra classrooms have also been ad- 


ded to the building. 


WILL PUT A 
ROYAL SEAL 


IT 


Just 14 years ago there was no treatment or education centre for spastic 
children in Surrey. Then & small group of dedicated volunteers decided that 
something must be done. They began renting an old village hall in which they 


held lessons and treatment sessions three days a week. 


The scheme proved a 
tremendous : success, and 
soon it became clear that 
professional staff would 
have to be taken on. Three 
of The Spastics Society’s 
Local Groups became in- 
volved, and before long 
they embarked on an am- 
bitious plan to build a cen- 
tre. The Groups concerned 
were the North Hants. and 
West Surrey Spastics Soci- 
ety, the North West Surrey 
Group and the South West 
Surrey Group. 


After years of intensive 
fund raising by the 
Groups, White Lodge was 
built in grounds donated 
by St. Peter’s Hospital 
Board at Holloway. Hill, 
Chertsey. The Centre— 
which cost. £40,000—was 
opened in 1962. 


Special fund 


Primary _ education, 
physiotherapy and speech 
therapy were carried out 
at White Lodge, which was 
originally designed to cat- 
er for up to 50 children. 
The next development was 
the construction of a hy- 
drotherapy pool which was 
opened in 1964. Money for 
the pool was raised by a 
special fund set up by 
Richard Hearne (Mr. Pas- 
try). 


Necessary 


More and more children 
began to attend White 
Lodge, until the new ex- 
tension became necessary. 
The cost of building the ex- 
tension was to be £30,000, 
and so another intensive 


fund raising effort was em- 
barked upon by the three 
Groups. A separate organi- 
sation called the Friends 
of White Lodge was also 
set up initially to raise 
money for the project. The 
Spastics Society  contri- 
buted £11,000 towards the 
cost. 


90 children 


Administrator. at the 
Centre is Mrs. Jillian Lum- 
ley. “We have a total of 90 
children attending,’ she 
said. “About a third of 
these attend full time, the 
rest are on a part time or 
out patient basis. Child- 
ren over five are given pri- 
mary education in addition 
to treatment. Those aged 
two to five receive nur- 
sery care. 


Extra staff 


“Now that we have more 
space we have been able to 
take on extra staff includ- 
ing an additional physio- 
therapist and a_ speech 
therapist. And for the first 
time we have a teacher 
specifically for mentally 
handicapped children.” 


In addition to the ad- 
ministrator, the staff com- 
prises five physiothera- 
pists, a speech therapist, 
four teachers, five house- 
mothers, two part time 
nursery assistants, two 
school helpers, a_ secre- 
tary, cook and_ assistant 


cook, two part time nurses 
and the caretaker. 


At the opening cere- 
money, on November 13, 
the Duchess of Kent will 
unveil a commemorative 
plaque. She will later be 
presented with a bouquet 
by Angela Taylor, one of 
the children who attend. 
White Lodge. The Centre 
will be blessed by the Rt. 
Rev. Kenneth Evans, Bish- 
op of Dorking. Speakers 
at the ceremony will in- 
clude Mr. W. A. Burn, 
Chairman of The Spastics 
Society, Mr. A. Bell, Chair- 
man of the Executive Com- 
mittee of White Lodge, 
and Mr. James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society. 


Happiness 


Since the village hall 
days, 14 years ago, hope 
and happiness have been 
brought to hundreds of 
Surrey’s spastic children. 
Children who once would 
have been doomed to 
‘spend the rest of their 
lives in wheelchairs or 
hospital beds, have been 
taught to walk. Others who 
previously would have no 
verbal means of communi- 
cation, have been taught to 
speak. Yet more have been 
given the chance of an ed- 
ucation, which previously 
would have been denied 
them. Thanks to the new 
extension, many more 
children will be given 
these opportunities in the 
future. 


Peter Cook 


A CHANCE FOR 


‘THE chance of a proper 
education — _ that’s 
what the Nursery School 
Extensions to The Mount 
Family Help Unit, in Map- 
perley Road, Nottingham, 
mean to dozens of spastic 
children. Without the new 
extensions, which were 
opened by the Duke of Rut- 
land last month, these 
children might never re- 
ceive a formal education 
at all. 

The opening ceremony 
was on September 29. In 
addition to the Duke of 


Rutland, who is President 


_ of the Nottingham and Dis- 


trict Friends of Spastics 
Group, the ceremony was 
attended by Mr. H. E. 
Wolff, Vice-President, 
Coun. Mrs. D. M. Woolley, 
Chairman of the Group, 
and Mr. James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society. 

Facilities provided in 
the extensions include two 
purpose-built play rooms, 
one of which contains a 
small tiled water play 
area, and special toilet 


MORE 


facilities. Cost of the new 
building was £6,000 which 
was raised by the Notting- 
ham and District Friends 
of Spastics Group. Up to 
12 children aged two to 
five are able to attend the 
extensions at one time for 
nursery school training. 

Nursery school training 
began at The Mount two 
years ago. Since then 20 
children have moved on to 
receive formal education 
at schools run either by 
The Spastics Society or by 
Local Authorities. 


OCTOBER, 1970 


Housemother Mrs. Lowther and voluntary helper Mrs. Forsythe with Andrew Owen, Helen 
Johnson, Simon Glasheen and Laura Hansford, and below, left, Gillian Downer takes 
a rest under the beautiful copper work figure in the new extensions at White Lodge. 


Croydon reaches that 
elusive £4,000 goal 


UNTIL Roger Bannister made his epoch making 

run in 1954, the four minute mile had been a 
barrier which athletes all over the world had tried 
in vain to break for many years. It has been some- 
thing like that for the past few years at Croydon 
where the local Society has been striving to raise the 
annual house to house collection above the elusive 
£4,000 mark, after several years of hovering around 


the £3,500 level. 


At last, we have done it! 
This year, a tremendous 
effort by the organisers 
and collectors has seen the 
target passed by £78, and 


already, some of the opti- 


enthusiasts are 
figure 


mistic 
whispering the 
£5,000 for 1971. 
We are rather proud of 
our house-to-house’ in 
Croydon. It has now been 
running for 18 years, and 
during the fortnight it is 
held, just over 1,000 vol- 


By 
JOHN EVE 


unteers go out on the 
doorsteps with their cans. 


A great debt is owed to 
those who started the op- 
eration and who laid the 
foundations of the present 
solid structure. Over the 
years the system has been 
modified and amended by 
experience, but, in essence 
it is the same operation 
which the pioneers evol- 
ved. We can, I think, justly 
claim to run a collection 
which would be hard to 


- fault in its organisation. 


We realise only too well 
that it could be much more 


- effective. Even with 1,000 


collectors there are large 


areas which are still not 


at* vall..-.“Just 


ie 


x 


1”, we, on the appeals — 
littee, sometimes say 


wistfully, “what we could 


raise with 2,000 collec- 
tors.” 


Then we come down to 
earth with a bump, and 
start discussing the prob- 
lems of replacing. collec- 
tors who opt out for vari- 
ous reasons, and how to 
ensure that those still with 
us will be available next 
year. To lose a collector 
and get no replacement is 
a calamity. 


The actual organisation 
of the collection is rather 
like the line management 
of a company, with the or- 
ganiser as managing direc- 
tor. Reporting to him he 
has a handful of “works 
managers” (we call them 
district organisers), and 
each of these in turn has 
a number of ‘“foremen” 
(area organisers) report- 


‘ing to them. 


Each “foreman” is res- 
ponsible for a number of 
operatives (collectors). 
With 1,000 collectors we 
aim to keep the number 
of people which any one 
person has to deal with to 
a maximum of 20. Individ- 
ual burdens are thus kept 
to tolerable limits. 


We do not give flags. We 
do, however, print thous- 
ands of leaflets giving de- 
tails of the dates of the 
collection and information 


about the Society and it’s 


centres. We also give the 


name and phone numbers 


of the organiser and Press 
officer and invite anybody 
who wants to know how 
the money is spent to con- 
tact them. 


Ideally the _ leaflets 
should be distributed be- 
fore the collecting starts, 
to tell people it is on the 
way. Many collectors are 
unable to do this, but the 
leaflets are still valuable 
if taken with them. They 
provide an easy answer to 
questions. Those collectors 
with access to eager Cubs 
and Brownies find no diffi- 
culty in getting the leaflets 
distributed. Most children 
seem to love poking things 
through letterboxes. 


Courteous 


The actual business of 
going round the houses is 
far less formidable than it 
may seem. People do not, 
in general, behave badly 
on their own doorstep. The 
vast majority we find cour- 
teous and often very kind. 


Moreover, if you do the 
same roads each year, you 
meet people who recognise 
you and seem pleased to 
see you. You begin to feel 
quite chirpy. It’s not so 
bad after all—in fact it’s 
quite enjoyable. 

What is even more to 
the point—it is very profit- 
able. The profit ratio on a 
house-to-house _ collection 
is very high. Apart from 
postal and printing costs 
the expenses are minimal. 
The Croydon print bill is 
rather heavy because of 
the leaflets, yet against our 
total takings of £4,078, 
the costs this year ran out 
at only £260. 

The average total per 
box went up from 
£3 13s. Od. in 1969 to 
£3 17s. Od. in 1970. 


Their first fete 
raised £150 


ORE than £150 was 

raised by Hull Spas- 
tics Society at its first- 
ever garden fete, held in 
the grounds of Sutton 
Manor, the Society’s re- 
cenily-acquired headquar- 
ters. The money will be 
used towards the renova- 
tion of Sutton Manor, 
which will ultimately be- 
come a day care centre for 
Hull area spastics. 


Much of the credit for 
the fete’s success goes to 
22-year-old Jumes Wood- 
ward, himself a severely- 
handicapped spastic. 


Two days before the fete 
took place, James received 
a degree in psychology at 
Hull University—but also 
failed his driving test for 
conventional vehicles. 


But the latter didn’t 
stop him criss-crossing the 
highways and byways of 
Hull during the weeks 
leading up to the garden 


fete as he badgered the 
city’s commercial and in- 
dustrial world for cash and 
kind. 


His blue, three-wheeler 
disabled driver's car be- 
came a common sight in 
the business sector. And 
the results of James’ cam- 
paigning brought in money 
and sponsored advertising, 
plus such diverse gifts as 
bottles of cooking oil and 
jars of pickles. 


James meanwhile, hav- 
ing graduated, has now re- 
turned to his native Moth- 
erwell, Scotland, with the 
hope that his se far fruit- 
less search for someone 
willing to employ him will 
yield positive results. 


Any prospective em- 
ployer applying sheer dedi- 
cation and application as 
the yardsticks need only 
look to Hull spastics and 
their committee for ref- 
erepices. 


NEW TYPE WHEELCHAIR 
SPEEDS THE IMMOBILE 


VOUNS engineering train- 
ees at a firm in Hebburn, 
Northumberland, have de- 
signed a new type of 
wheelchair motor which 
has revolutionised life for 
an employee at the Sund- 
erland Spastics Centre. He 
was unable to propel him- 
self in an ordinary wheel- 
chair, but 10w for the first 
time in his life he is able 
to get around independ- 
ently. 

The four trainees who de- 
vised the motor were 
Malcolm Bell, 22, Philip 
Hepple, 18, Mark Thom-. 
son, 19, and Hin Cheung 
Hung, 24, whe comes from 
Malaya. As a training pro- 
ject set by Hcbburn Tech- 
nical College, they were 
given a conventional 
wheelchair and a budget of 
£50. Left to get on with 
the job they came up with 
a normal heavy-duty car 
battery fixed to the chair 
in such a way that would 
not increase its width — 
an important consideration 


Successful 
first year 
for them 


INCE its formation in Janu- 


ary 1969, the Immingham 
branch of the South Humber- 
side Spastics Society has 
raised many hundreds of 
pounds at bingo sessions. 


Of this money, £200 has 
been sent to the Lincolnshire 
Spastics Centre at Scunthorpe 
and £350 to a day-care centre 
at Grimsby. In addition, im- 
portant equipment has been 
provided for the _ spastics 
ward at Caistor Hospital. 

The three spastic children 
who live in Immingham itself 
have not been forgotten, Two 
of them have been given bi- 
cycles and the third a special 
pedal toy, all of which pro- 
vide valuable leg exercise. 


\ 


in going through narrow 
doorways. 

It is operated by a handle 
on the arm of the chair, 
which can be easily con- 
trolled by a heavily-handi- 
capped spastic. Experts 
feel that the idea has tre- 
mendous potential, as a 
wheelchair powered by 
this method would prove 
much cheaper than exist- 
ing models. Another ad- 
vantage is that the chair 
remains comparatively 
light if it has to be pushed 
manually. : 
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A FLING 
OR TWO 
FOR THE 
PRINCESS 


T was to have been a 
quiet few days for 
Princess Anne when 


she made a private visit 
to Maj. J. C. Struthers 
and his family at Ard- 
Argyll- 


maddy Castle, 
shire. 

But that quiet few 
days turned out to mean 
dancing reels and flings 
at two successive High- 
land hballs—the second 
in aid of the Oban and 
District Spastics Asso- 
ciation. 

This was the first 
charity dance organised 
by the three-year-old 
Association, and to help 
them towards _ their 
£7,000 target for a day 
centre in Oban the stew- 
ards of the exclusive 
gathering decided to 
lend the Association 
their hall for the night. 

And though no one 
was Officially warned of 
the Princess’s visit, by 
tea-time on the day, 
Mrs. Anne Boyd, the 
association’s social con- 
venor had heard a whis- 
per that the Princess 
would be coming, and 
sure enough she turned 


up. 


Chosen Queen 


ITTLE did Eileen Fletcher 
think that she would. be 
made a queen when she left 
for her summer holidays re- 
cently. But Eileen, who is a 
spastic, from Kettering, Nor- 
thants., was voted Queen of 
the Hotel, during her two 
week stay at St. Leonards-on- 
Sea. She was staying at the 
Marlborough Hotel, St. Leones 
ards. 


WITH costumes representing “Chagford in Bloom” and 
“Keep Chagford Tidy,” Julie and David Ford were winners 
of a fancy dress competition at the Chagford (Devon) 
Dragon Club’s summer fair. It was in aid of the Devon and 
Exeter Spastics Society’s extension fund for Vranch House, 


Exeter, 


{Photo by courtesy of Western Times) 
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New workshop widens 
the scope 


THEY'RE certainly keeping abreast of the fashion 
~ world at Jacques Hall, The Spastics Society’s 
adult residential centre near Manningtree, Essex. 
The newly converted workshop at the centre is bustl- 
ing with small craft industries, and the residents— 
under the watchful eye of workshop instructor Mr, 
R. Page—are developing a unique line of fashionable 
commodities. Not only are the Jacques Hall products 
attractive and well made, they sell well too. And 
this enables a small weekly wage to be paid to the 
residents, as well as a large bonus at holiday times. 


Camping expe 


ditions are organiséd at regular intervals during 
the summer. 


£2,000 IN 12 MONTHS 


SHOP run by The Wat- 
ford branch of the Hert- 
fordshire Spastics Society 
raised £2,041 for Group 
funds in about ten months. 
It has now ciosed down as 
the building was due for 
demolition, but for the vol- 
untary staff who kept the 
venture going it provided 
some interesting encounters 
with members c! the public. 
Among the many items for 
sale were secondhand clothes 
at reasonable prices. One eld- 
erly lady was able to buy her 
first “new” winter coat for 
many years, while an old 
man bought himself an en- 
tire outfit — underwear, suit, 
raincoat, plus scarf and cap. 
Another lady menaged to fit 
badly swollen feet with no 


employment 
news are as 
centres in 


I ECENT 

moves and 
follows (training 
brackets): 

COLIN FISHER JONES 
from Wallasey (Lancaster) is 
working as a machine opera- 
tor for a firm in Birkenhead. 

SHARON HENNIGAN from 
Bolton is doing general cleri- 
cal work in a local bank. 

GEOFFREY HILL: from 
Horwich is working as a 
machinist at Remploy. 

RALPH INCE from South 
Tottenham .(Sherrards) is now 
working for a firm of spec- 
tacle frame manufacturers. 

ANN LUDWIG from Bootle 
(Lancaster) is working as a 
laundry assistant. 

STEPHEN PURNELL from 
Bristol is working as a store- 
keeper at Southmead hospital. 

RAYMOND SAMUEL from 
Barking who recently com- 


fewer than four pairs of ex- 
tra-large shoes. 

Many cots, prams and 
baby clothes were also. sold 
and an ugly Victorian glass 
ornament fetched £10. 

Commented Group Secre- 
tary Mrs. M. H. Willis, in a 
letter to the local newspaper, 
“I am sure that a lot of 
people who carie into the 
shop had no idea what a 
spastic was, but many chat- 
ted to us and gained know- 
ledge making them more 
aware of their own good 
health, We gained many 
friends and regular custom- 
ers and we shall miss them 
ath 

The Group hopes to open 
another shop if suitable 
premises can be found, 


Employment Moves & News 


pleted his course at the Uni- 
versity of Kent has been suc- 
cessful in obtaining employ- 
ment as a computer program- 
mer at LC.L. in Putney. 


CHARLES SHEEHAN from 
Corby (Sherrards) is working 
as a labourer for a firm in 
Brampton Ash. 


IRIS STAFFORD from Car- 
shalton (Sherrards) is now 
working for a firm in Sutton. 

BARBARA WALKDEN from 
Oldham (Lancaster) is em- 
ployed locally as a clerk/ 
receptionist. 

ALAN WATSON from 
(Lancaster) is working 
his father as a pig farmer. 

NICHOLAS WEEDON from 
Bristol (Sherrards) is em- 
ployed on press work, 

ALEXANDRA WOODS from 
Leytonstone (Sherrards) is do- 
ing transistor assembly work 
for-a sound reproducing firm, 


Hull 
with 


Leather chain link belts 
are one of the most suc- 
cessful lines. ‘For some 
time we have been produc- 
ing leather key ring tags, 
using offcuts donated to us 
by a shoe factory,” said 
Mr. Page. “By cutting 
holes in the tags, and link- 
ing them together, we are 
able to make the belts. The 
leather offcuts come in a 
variety of colours, so we 
are able to make the belts 
bright and cheerful. 


Bags, belts 


“We sell them through 
boutiques, at other Spas- 


tics Society organisations, 


stalls at functions, and so 
on, at 6s. 6d. each. You 
can’t get much cheaper 
than that. We also pro- 
duce gypsy-style belts, 
hippy bags, watch straps 
and purses, all from the 
leather offcuts. Naturally 
we are always on the look- 
out for new ideas for 
things to make.” : 


The leather key rings 
have proved most success- 
ful. Large orders have 
been received from such 
organisations as transport 
firms. The tags are printed 
in gold lettering, accord- 
ing to the customer’s re- 
quirements. 


Furniture assembling 
and covering is also Car- 
ried out in the workshop 
Chairs and ‘stools are 
bought in sections. These 
are glued together, and 
residents weave the seats 


by 
Peter Cook 


and backs. Needlework, 
basketwork and cushions 
are among the other 


things produced at Jac-) 
ques Hall. 


The workshop itself is 
interesting. It was conver- 
ted from an old Tudor 
barn which long stood 
derelict in the grounds of 
the centre. The building 
was probably a coaching 
station at one time, where 
horses were changed on 
the London to Harwich 
coach route. 


The conversion was 


planned by Spastics Soci-° 


ety architects, and cost 
£12,000. Residents began 
using the workshop at the 
beginning of 1970, before 
which two rooms in the 
house had been used. 
These have since been con- 
verted to bedrooms. 


6 
Piggery 

Work at Jacques Hall is 
by no means confined to 
the workshop. The centre 
has its own piggery with 
nine sows. Residents take 
care of feeding; ¢leaning 

and so on. 


Rabbits are also raised, 
and were once sold for 
meat. “One day we put 
them on the menu at 


pi 


OCTOBER, 1970 


WHEN Southend Spastics Centre asked the head- 
mistresses of nearby Dowsett and Westcliff High 
Schools if any of their girl pupils would like to 
help there was no shortage of volunteers. And so 
a dozen teenage schoolgirls gave up part of their 
holidays to help at the centre. Here, one of them, 
Lori Jones, of Bunter Avenue, Southend, helps 
one of the children at the centre at the top of a 


slide. 


(Picture by courtesy of Eche Pictorial). 


Jacques Hall,” said Mr. 
John Mitura, the centre’s 
warden. “Everyone  sud- 
denly lost their appetites, 
to think that their beauti- 
ful bunnies had ended up 
as rabbit stew. So now we 
just keep the rabbits as 
pets.” 


It’s not all work and no 
play at Jacques Hall. All 
inds of recreational func- 
tions are arranged for 
residents including thea- 
tre trips, barbecues, film 
shows, dancing — even 
camping. Regular camp- 
ing trips are arranged 
during the summer. 


An old stable block in 


the grounds is being con- 
verted to a recreation hall, 
with such things as table 
tennis tables, _ billiards, 
and facilities for making 
coffee and snacks. 


Active 


There are 24 spastic 
men and women living at 
the centre, which is set in 
23 acres of some of the 
most beautiful countryside 
in Essex. Despite their 
disabilities, all lead very 
active lives. In fact just 
about the only thing they 
are not able to do is to 
become bored. 


The workshop, a converted Tudor barn, is light and spacious, 
providing ideal working conditions. 


~ 
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their first date. 


pea Sheehan, 24, a member of the Thames Valley Group 


of the Disabled Drivers’ Association, who recently broke 
the World Wheelchair Marathon Record, over a distance of 
51 miles. John, a spina bifida victim, who has had both his 
legs amputated, pushed himself 22 miles from his home at 
Hanworth, Middlesex, to the motor racing track at Crystal 
Palace. On the track he completed a further 29 miles. 


THEY SAID ‘ii 


LIVE” — 


‘No Man an Island’ by Eileen 
Waugh — Triton Publishing 
Co., 25s. 


ETER SPENCER was 
just 20 years old 
when he lost the use of 
his arms in a wartime 
accident. As he lay ina 
state of semi-consciousness 
after the disaster, he 
heard somebody say, “I’m 
afraid he won’t live. He 
will die of depression.” 


BUT 


one of the greatest prob- 


-lems, and Peter only just 


managed to eke out his 
RAF pension by giving elo- 
cution lessons. However, 
the RAF Benevolent Fund 
helped with a mortgage 
and June continued her 
singing career up to the 
birth of their children, 
Robin and Jill. 

After becoming disabled 
Peter had taken up paint- 


BIGGER AND BRIGHTER 


THIS 


YEAR 


For most of us it’s still a bit too early to start 

thinking about Christmas. But at Spastics Cards 
Ltd. they never stop thinking about it. Last year 
the company made about nine million distributions 
of its products—a marketing operation which kept 


them busy all year round. 


The signs are that this 
year will be even more suc- 
cessful. The range of Christ- 
mas cards is bigger and 
brighter than ever, and for 
the first time Spastics Cards 
are marketing toys. Boxes 
of greetings cards and birth- 
day cards are also available, 
together with books, station- 
ery, gift wrapping materials, 
a Christmas tree, calendars 
and a_ beautifully framed 
print of an autumn _land- 
scape. 


Despite the cost of living 
spiral, Spastics Cards has 
succeeded in keeping prices 
down. Very few items have 
risen in price, so that by 
buying Spastics Cards’ 
goods, customers have the 
double advantage of econo- 
mic buying and helping a 


worthy cause. 


HE DID 


Birmingham and this book 
summarises the papers 
given at all three centres. 
Among the speakers were 
doctors, occupational 
therapists, architects, kit- 
chen equipment manufac- 
turers and the disabled 
housewives themselves. 


The main problem was 
found to be one of access. 
No housewife can work 


As usual there is a range of 


cards “printed by spastics at 
the Spastics Society's Mead- 
way Works, in Birmingham. 
There are 11 designs in this 
section, (compared with ten 
last year), and all are ex- 
tremely attractive. Under the 
heading of “Cards for all the 
Family” comes a range of 
beautifully colourful cards 
which are excellent value for 
money. They include a- big 
value pack containing 12 
cards for only 3s 11d and the 
top ten selection of 30 cards 
for 10s 11d. ~- Contemporary 
cards, ranging from 9d. to 
ls. 6d. each, will appeal to 
those who like modern design. 


FINE ARTS 


Traditionalists will love the 
fine art cards at 2s each. These 
include London scenes, nativ- 
ity scenes, a landscape, a floral 
design and a very smart gold 
embossed card which will 
appeal to business people. 


The new range of toys is 
headed by two dolls — Sindy 
and Sally Happytalk. Fashion 
conscious Sindy — just 12 ins. 
high and priced at 33s 6d — is 
fully jointed, with silky eye 
lashes and hair which can be 
styled. Sally is more expen- 
Sive at 99s 6d. But she can say 
no fewer than eight sentences 
and laugh as well. 


For boys there is the popu- 
lar Lego kit for building every- 
thing from houses to space- 
ships, and a speedway track 
game called Hot Wheels. | 


JIG SAWS 


Two jig saw puzzles are 
available. The first is quite 
simple to do, with only 100 
pieces, but the second with 
1,000 pieces, will keep older 


A DREAM came true recently for spastic Pippa Coldrey, 


14, of Cowley Manor, Exeter, when she met the Spanish 
trio “Los Zafiros” during their visit to a record shop in 
Torquay. Pippa first heard “Los Zafiros” on the radio but 
was unable to get tickets for their summer show at Torquay’s 
Princess Theatre. Pepe, Ricardo and Alberto gave her six 
signed copies of their new RCA L.P. “The Romantic World 
of Los Zafiros.” Pippa will raffle the’ records later in the 
year at the Devon and Exeter Spastic Society’s Autumn Fair 
in Exeter, to raise money for an extension to the Society’s 

school building. 


tales. This year the company 
has expanded the range of 
books available to include an 
illustrated bible, an illustrated 
encyclopaedia, and Margaret 
Patten’s “Cookery in Colour.” 


As usual a wide variety of 
gaily coloured gift wrapping 
material -is offered, including 
wrapping paper, gift boxes, 
tags and labels. In addition 
boxes of three ribbon bows are 
being marketed this year at 2s 
a box, and hanks of ribbon in 
green gold and red are on sale 


ery and other goods which 
can be sold all year round. 
The warehouse at Iver must be 
maintained 12 months a year, 
and these goods make sure it 
is kept busy. - 


One of the latest items on 


the list is the All Occasion 
greetings card selection, which 
includes cards for such things 
as weddings, anniversaries, 
“bon voyage,” personal sta- 
tionery, notelets and a framed 
print called October Morn. 


For quality, originality of 


He is still very much ing, holding the brush be- ‘properly if she cannot | children amused for hours. at 1s 9d for a pack of three. déstan™ ann Gavetue. for amoney? 
alive today, 25 years after tween his teeth. He joined reach essential stores or Saba pois we Soc Card holders, calendars and Spastics Cards are hard to 
control heating and ven- Scrabble. Christmas trees conclude the _ beat. In addition, buyers have 

tilation. F ar too often, Christmas range. But Spastics ‘the comforting knowledge that 

women in wheelchairs | Last year Spastic Cards be- Cards Ltd. is constantly ex- they are helping people less 


Anne Plummer on Books 


' the event and is the sub- 


ject of this very readable 
biography by Eileen 
Waugh. It tells the story of 
Peter’s determination to 
confound the pessimists, 
the fight for survival and 
the gradual acceptance of 
life with a permanent 
disability. 


the Association. of Mouth 
and Foot Painting Artists 
and later became Liaison 
Officer for the London 
office of the Association. 


He also works hard for 
the British Limbless Ex- 
Servicemen’s Association, 
serves on the local Coun- 
cil and is much in demand 


have to cope with cooker 
switches set at the eye- 
level of a standing person, 
food cupboards too deep, 
slot meters low down in 
dark corners, or windows 
high out of reach over a 
sink. Those who are 
ambulant with unsteady 
legs or hands find things 
equally difficult. 


PURPOSE-BUILT 


gan marketing a book of fairy 


panding the market for station- 


Chosen to be 


THE Mansfield and District 
Friends of Spastics Group in 
Nottinghamshire this year 
chose one of its physically han- 
dicapped ‘members to preside 
as Queen over local Spastics 
Week events. She was Miss 


and entertained at a party at 
the Knights’ Social Club. 


* 


A CHEQUE for £400 has been 
raised by the Friends of the 


fortunate than themselves. 


queen 


for a house in Skegness 
accommodate spastic families 
for holidays. He said: “We 
hope to spend £4,500 and to 
accommodate 26 families a 
year.” 


E . Lady Zia Wernher Centre for 
as a speaker for other Susan Brailsford, an attrac- pained * 
m had been : * ne : : : ‘ Spastic Children at Stopsley, 
One ar organisations concerned ‘Themileal -te--pbviously |. VYe - brunette," wito* was” — 5 ton, 


severed at the shoulder, 
the other was left almost 
totally paralysed. For 
many years Peter was de- 
pendent on others for 
personal care. At first his 
devoted parents shared the 
burden, later his wife, 
June, took over. 


ag a singer in a variety 
show was, with her forth- 
right manner and _ lively 


with the handicapped. 


The many facets of his 
full and interesting life 
are vividly described by 
the author. The book is a 
success story in the best 
sense, very easy to read 
and not a bit depressing. 


their kitchens’ — Disabled 
Living Foundation, 12s. 6d. 


a purpose-built kitchen, 
but few disabled woman 
can afford such a luxury. 
A plea was made for 
greater flexibility in the 
design of standard kitchen 
equipment so that working 
surfaces. could be adjusted 
to different heights. It was 


bodied housewives. 


The point was made 


“crowned” with a diamante 
tiara presented by a local hair- 
stylist. Runner-up was Miss 
Daphne Edge, of Matlock. 


* 


MEMBERS of Southend 
Spastics Society were recently 
taken on an outing to Regents 


tion of Jewish Ex-Servicemen 
and Women, included high 
tea at the Zoo restaurant. 


A SATURDAY fete brought in 
£500 for the Ingfield Manor 
School for Spastics, Five Oaks, 


ABOUT 200 mentally handi- 
capped and spastic children 
from Glasgow were the guests 
of the Glasgow Taxi-cab Own- 
ers Association for a visit to 
the safari game park at Blair 
Drummond. 


¥ his remarkable irl, ys x > F Park Zoo. The trip, which was AREA collector for the York 
iN first enters the ee ppevene et Bet Ae organised by the Southend and Spastics Group, Mrs. G. Dixon 
‘ ‘Disabled Housewives in y District Branch of the Associa- organised a Summer Fair in 


the Village Hall of Great Ouse- 
burn and raised £70 for the 
group’s welfare fund. 


personality, obviously just JN June 1969 the Disabled that many healthy young West Sisecy: Ti waCbreanwet Fi 
the right person for Peter. 4 Living Foundation held women of today would * by the Friends of Ingfield. * by 
“Jdon’t feel a bitsorryfor 4 series of one-day con- find it more difficult. to - 


you,” she told him with 
salutary frankness’ on 


Ly 


oe = 
ai aa 


In the early days of 


marriage, money was _ 


ferences to discuss prob- 
lems faced by disabled 
housewives in their kit- 
chens. Meetings were held 
in London, Glasgow and 


concerned everybody: 


reach up or bend as they 
grew older, so this aspect 
of kitchen design really 


- 
or) 


THIRTY spastic children from 
Bootle, Lancs., enjoyed a day 
in, Southport as the guests of 
the local council of the Knights 
of St. 


Ve 


Columba. They were 
taken ‘to Southport by cars 


* 


MR. MICHAEL McKECHNIRE, 
chairman of the West Brom- 
wich Spastics Society appeals 


| 


- committee hasbeen searching — 


ds 


THE DRAPERS’ Company, one 
of the City of London’s Livery 
Companies, has given £250 to 


the Friends of the Centre for 
Spastic Children, in Cheyne _ 
3. xe, Wit EN 


< args 
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“THIS IS one evening I shall never forget”, commented Mrs. Bain of Aberdeen 
when she received a first dividend cheque for £852 from vocalist Andy Stewart. 
Mrs. Bain, husband Arthur and area supervisor Mr. D. McIntosh joined Andy in his 
dressing room at Her Majesty’s Theatre for the presentation. 


7,750 HAVE WON 
PRIZES ALREADY 


A GET-WELL soon message with a difference for Mr. G. Tickwell of Abersychan in 
the form of a first dividend cheque for £1,609 16s. 2d. “Just the tonic I needed”, was 
Mr. Tickwell’s reply to Mrs. C. Williams, chairman of Monmouthshire Spastics Society 
who presented the cheque at St. Woolow’s Hospital. Newport. 


GAVE UP HIs 
FREE SUNDAY 


THIS SEASON 


LREADY this foot- 

ball season over 
7,750 clients have won 
either a pool dividend 
or a fixed odds prize in 
The Spastics—the com- 
petition that helps 
charity and spreads its 
prizes around. In addi- 
tion many lucky people 


principal beneficiaries and 
included Daresbury Hall, 
Scottish Hansel Village, 
Bristol Spastics Association, 
Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics. Top of the 
list was the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics who bene- 
fitted from the efforts of 
their own National Charity 
Princess, 2l-years-old Elise 
McCormack, 


Other local groups did 


take a very personal interest 


have received gifts and 
premium bonds. On this 
page pictures show 
prizes being handed 
over in various parts of 


the country. 

For the third consecutive 
year young ladies up and 
down the country are plan- 
ning eight months of inten- 


Sive fund-raising in an 
effort to qualify for the 
finals of the National 


Charity Queen and Princess 
Contest. 

From a modest beginning 
in 1969 the contest now 
attracts nation-wide interest 
from commercial organisa- 
tions, charities and literally 
thousands of enthusiastic 
helpers who wish to contri- 
bute to a worthwhile 
venture. 

The success of the 1970 
Contest can be assessed on 
the single fact that £50,000 
was raised for over 30 
charities. 

Organisations dedicated to 
helping Spastics featured 
prominently in the list of 


in the contest last year and 
in conjunction with area 
representatives of the 
Spastics Pool made very 
worthwhile contributions, 


It is sincerely hoped that 
a greater number of groups 
will take an active part in 
the 1971 Contest. The im- 
mediate benefits’ are, of 
course, financial but the pub- 
licity which accompanies the 
individual contestants and 
the contest generally can 
only draw attention to the 
work that is being done and 


the. requirements of the 
groups if the work is to 
continue, 

The National Charity 


Queen and Princess Contest 
offers a new and exciting 
concept in fund-raising. 


Closing date for entries is 
the 3lst December, 1970, 
and further details on how 
the contest can help your 
group may be obtained from: 

The Organisers Office, 

National Charity Queen 

and Princess Contest, 

Top Ten Promotions Ltd., 

104 Stokes Croft, 

BRISTOL BS99 7TP. 


AND HERE 1s news of a 
new benefit for “Spastics” 
members — the formation of 
Top Ten Travel a really com- 
prehensive holiday service. 
As members know we 
have introduced a number of 
competitions with a holiday 
theme over the past few 
years. These have proved to 
be extremely popular, and 
led to correspondence from 


members which prompted us 
to carry out a survey of 
members and _ collectors ‘to 
find out all about their holi- 
day requirements. 

The response to this 
clearly indicated the need for 
a comprehensive holiday ser- 
vice which would provide the 
variety, the service and most 
important the guarantees 
people expect when choosing 
their holidays. So we decided 
to set up Top Ten Travel to 
look after all these things for 
our members. 

Mr. John Osman, a mem- 
ber of The Institute of Travel 
Agents, who has had over 30 
years experience in the trade, 
has been appointed to or- 
ganise the service. We have 
applied to the Association of 
British Travel Agents for 
membership. 

Good news obviously trav- 
els fast for one local group 
has already enquired on be- 
half of 60 spastics and help- 
ers for sutable holiday 
arrangements for 1971. After 
all, this is the time to start 
thinking about these things. 


WHO ELSE but a Spurs footballer to present a prize to a 
Tottenham member? On this occasion star winger Roger 
Morgan did the honours at a special presentation to Mrs. 
Petts who won a Ford Escort De-Luxe car in the Charm 
Girl No. 5 competition 


A DELIGHTED Mrs. G. Spriggs of Barrowby, 


D IC KIE Henderson, 

Chairman of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, 
recently organised a char- 
ity concert, 1n conjunction 
with the local Round 
Table in Weston-super- 
Mare. Tony Mercer gave 
up his only free Sunday in 
the summer season to take 


part in the concert, and 
the other artists who gave 
their services were Arthur 
English, Roy Earl, Vicki 
Lane and Douglas Charle- 


ton. The Derek Warne 
trio provided the music. 


The S.O.S. offers its ap- 
preciation to the enter- 
tainments manager of the 
Winter Gardens, Weston- 
super-Mare, Mr. Basil 
Flavell, and the staff of 
the Playhouse Theatre for 
their voluntary services 


Grantham, receiving the log book to 


her Ford Escort De-Luxe car from Councillor John Porter, chairman of the Kesteven 


Association for the handicapped. 
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Rhonda Iffland (Miss Australia 1970) at Lanthorne Hospital School. 


SHE WON THE 
TITLE FROM 
1,000 OTHERS 


T was with some nerv- 

ousness_that I waited 
at Bromley South Sta- 
tion for Miss Australia 
1970, it being my job to 
accompany her to our 
school at Broadstairs. I 
needn't have worried. 
For as soon as the chauf- 
feur-driven car arrived 
with Rhonda _ Iffland 
(Miss. Australia 1970) 
and her chaperon, Mrs. 
Beverley Wills—‘just 
call us Rhonda and Bev”’ 


Quest must have a great deal 
of determination to raise the 
entry money. 
Charity Queen, contestants 
cannot enter unless they 
have raised the required 
sum, in this case 100 dollars. 
In Rhonda’s home state she 
raised 2,500 dollars. This 
sum was at last achieved 
after seven months of con- 
tinuous functions, of late 
nights and early mornings, 
with Rhonda getting up 
some mornings at 5.30 to 
visit the markets and wharfs 
to sell spastic stickers. 


Like our own: 


fore but now I am sure that 
I will never lose my interest 
or enthusiasm to help and 
neither will my family as 
they, too, have become very 
involved because of me.” 


It is apparent that the 
Quest is an important fea- 
ture in Australian life and it 
is interesting to note that 
many of the previous Miss 
Australias and Miss Tas- 
manias have continued to be 
involved with the care of 
spastics so much so_ that 
there is even a Miss Tas- 
mania, Centre for Spasties. 
In fact, Miss Iffland’s chap- 


eron was “Miss Australia 
—they put me at ease. PACTICS Charity Queen” 13 years 
ra Nn S Eee S a. Nn S _ Miss Australia, a tall (she At the wharfs she said she ago. 

is 5’ 9”), fair-haired 19-year- _ wore her shortest mini skirts Over 1.600% sirl 

old from New South Wales as this naturally made the Ee “faa es pa 5 

has a greater sense of respon- men more interested and Out eae a aan a 

or new Ajds Centre 2:2%s.555 “os wapitertnec 

problems of the handicappec « 3 asy 

than most of her age and eee: ae z on her ee was a ee 

grant from a private examined and demonstrated; lowing — doctors, nurses, beauty. Before. becoming asked to go abroad f = Now Vockshorae 
iavolved ia the ies ATS: go abroad one o were off to New York shortly 

ae has been made to the these to include kitchen, members of all para- -medical tfalia Ovest'{a- 9 ast which the boats‘to sell some stick- after (hijackers permitting) 

; = 5 oe : : alié st (a qu hich 

Disabled Living Foundation bathroom and dressing aids, professions, welfare and Se eee eine oe The men urged me to —a 3,000 dollar appearance 


to make a comprehensive 
collection of aids for the dis- 
abled, and to establish an 


clothing, wheelchairs, hoists, 
electronic aids, reading and 
writing aids, and special aids 


health workers in local auth- 
orities, those professionally 
concerned with _ Special 


throughout the world) she 
was a Student at business 


climb on board and _ this 
meant stepping on to a very 
large full sack and having 


fee and an overseas spend- 
ing allowance of 500 dollars 
not to mention the free hair- 


ir dis- for children. schools and junior and adult | College, though she admits 

ae oa spesainiendes that the col- _‘ training centres, hospital | that ‘She never ever wanted sot contents ean i - Sie ineesh ce te Yi! 
Premises at 346 Kensing- lection be kept up to date administrators and supplies ODE 6 SEC ICE neath me and I was povered eS 

ton High Street, W14, acces- and should include national Officers, architects and in fertiliser?” Kathie Williams 


sible to the disabled, have 
been selected for the Centre 
and building adaptations are 
in progress. The Disabled 
Living Foundation including 
the Information Service for 
the Disabled will also move 
into the same premises be- 


and international products. 
The centre will have a small 
conference room which can 
be used for talks and demon- 
strations and a library on 
aids and related matters. It 
is not the intention to sell 
aids, although catalogues 
and other explanatory or 


designers of relevant equip- 
ment as well as students 


Welcomed 


Relevant professional 
schools, and educational 
institutions have been in- 
formed and the project has 


GOODWILL 


Her father and brother are 
schoolteachers but neither 
did the idea of teaching ap- 
peal to her. Rhonda Iffland 
was very keen to tell me all 
about the Quest and how it 
worked as she felt it was im- 


Apart from all the fun that 
was had from the Quest, 
Miss Iffland felt that she had 
learned a great deal during 
this time not only about 
spastics but about people in 
general. 


“For the first time in my 


— —— 


NEW CENTRE 
FOR CHESHIRE 


A NEW £17,000 recreation 


fore the end of this year, and : : 3 s esi es - : 
: - ati . : been welcomed everywhere | portant that we understood life,’ she said, “I became | centre for spastics and 
eee mn 197, ase ite” Bes Sees as filling a gap in educational | fully the Seriieness and acquainted with spastic | other physically handicap- 
The collection is to take The purpose is primarily Material. It is hoped that | poet Ob al. people. I had never been | ped people is being built at 
the form of a comprehensive __ to provide practical informa- voluntary organisations con- | ‘The Quest,” she ex- too bothered about them be- | Wallasey, Cheshire. 
standing exhibition where tion and the means of  cermed with the disabled, the | plained, “is no ordinary : 5 
demonstrations for the fol-  ‘isabled themselves, and | beauty contest. We do not : 


aids of all kinds can be seen, 


YOU CAN HELP 


BUILD UP 
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: | CIRCULATION 


PRICE ONLY 10d. 


(including postage) 


By changing the NEWS from a magazine to a 
newspaper costs have been cut nearly 20% 


THIS BENEFIT [S BEING PASSED ON TO 


READERS 


Circulation has jumped from 11,000 to well over 


issue 
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their relatives will also use 
the centre. 


Throughout the planning 
stage the co- operation and 
approval of those particu- 
larly concerned from both 
governmental and voluntary 
sources has been sought, to 
obtain their suggestions and 
advice on the types of aids to 
be exhibited and to develop 
their _their interest in the project. 


wear swim suits and we are 
chosen not because we are 
fantastically beautiful but for 
personality, poise, our ap- 
proach to life maybe, and 
other purely non-physical 
attributes.” 

Mrs. Wills, however, was 
| quick to add that there had 
| not yet been an ugly Miss 
| Australia. 


The girls who enter the 


FDHE steam engine “Evedon Lad” puffing hard in a tug-of- 

war against 200 people at this year’s Caenby Corner 
Steam Spectacular in aid of spastics. The human element 
won. This was one of the many attractions of the two-day 
rally which raised an estimated £400 for the Lincoln Spastics 


Society, 


Photo by courtesy of Lincolnshire Press and Television Services). 
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Enjoying a drink and a chat 
before the screening of “Per- 
fect Friday,” (left to right) 
John Perry, Britt Eckland, 
Heather Mant (who organ- 
ised the preview), Director 


Hall and Producer 
Dimitri de Grunwald. 


A mother 
will tell 


FIRST hand account 

of how it feels to be 
the mother of a spastic 
child will be given at The 
Spastics Society’s North 
East Regional Conference, 
to be held at the Crown 
Hotel, Harrogate, on 
October 4. It will be given 
by Mrs. Ann Purser, who 
is the mother of a 12-year- 
old spastic child. 

The Society’s Director, 
Mr. James Loring will 
also speak at the Confer- 
ence. His subject will be 
“The Care of Adult 
Spastics.” He will then 
introduce an open forum, 
in which matters of 
Spastics Society policy 
will be discussed. 

Presiding over the con- 
ference will be Dr. J. S. 
Thorp, of the Department 
of Applied Physics and 
Electronics, at the Univer- 
sity of Durham. 


ST. JOAN 
TO THE 
RESCUE. 


A “DRAMATIC” contri- 

bution to Spastic Society 
funds is expected in Decem- 
ber. The St. Andrew’s 
Dramatic Society, which is 
connected with the Presby- 
terian Church of England, 
Cheam, has promised the 
Society part of the proceeds 
of its next production. 


The Dramatic Society is 
presenting George Bernard 
Shaw’s “St. Joan’’ on Decem- 
ber 2-5, 
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GUINEA TICKET | 


FILM PREMIERE 
RAISES £2,000 


TOUCH of West 

End glamour came 
to Walton - on - Thames, 
Surrey, at midnight on 
Friday when a highly 
successful charity world 
film preview was held at 
the A.B.C. Cinema in 
New Zealand Avenue, 
reports the Surrey 
Herald. 

Britt Ekland and 
Susan Hampshire were 
two of the celebrities 
who saw this first show- 
ing of Peter Hall’s film, 
“Perfect Friday,’ lent 
by film-maker Mr. 
Dimitri Grunwald to 
help White Lodge Spas- 
tics Centre at Chertsey. 

Ticket sales exceeded 
£2,000 and after making a 
contribution of £484 to the 
orphanages of Cinemato- 
graphical Trade Benevolent 
Fund, The Friends of White 
Lodge will receive more than 


£1,600—with several dona- 
tions still to come. 


AUTOGRAPHS 


Director Peter Hall was 
there but the stars of the 
film, Ursula Andress, Stan- 
ley Baker and David Warner, 
were unable to attend. Local 
celebrities included: Eric 
Sykes, Francis Matthews 
(T.V.’s Paul Temple) and his 
actress wife, Angela Brown, 
and all were greeted by a 
large autograph hunting 
crowd. 

Five guinea ticket holders 
were invited to a reception in 
the cinema’s former restaur- 
ant where a buffet had been 
organised by the secretary of 
the Friends, Mrs. Iola Hall. 

Floral arrangements were 
by Mrs. Barbara Burt and 
Mrs. Dorothy Thompson, 

The film was introduced 
on the stage by Mr. John 
Terry, managing director of 


the National Film Finance 
Corporation, Mr. de Grun- 
wald and Mr. Hall in three 
brief, light-hearted speeches. 
Mr. Terry paid tribute to all 
the hard work done by Mrs. 
Heather Mant, chairman of 
the Friends of White Lodge, 
and ‘her helpers, in making 
the evening such a success. 


THRILLED 


“Tm very thrilled at the 
result,” Mrs. Mant said. “It 
was such a beautiful evening 
and everyone took so much 
trouble to make it a colour- 


ful occasion. I have a feeling © 


of great gratitude to Mr. and 
Mrs. de Grunwald, who 
made it all possible.” 
Asked if she was dis- 
appointed that they had not 
raised the £3,000 at first 
hoped for, Mrs. Mant re- 
plied: “Not at all. Everyone 
was very generous and we 


hope to raise the rest of the 
money at a Christmas Fayre 
being arranged by Mrs. 
Helen Shattock in Wey- 
bridge Church Hall on 
December 12.” 


Several donations have 
still to come in. Young 
people sold over £70 worth 
of shilling raffle tickets for 
seats at the film preview 
when they toured Walton 
area in a decorated mini-bus. 


“It was a _ wonderful 
effort,’ said Mrs. Mant. 
“One hears so much about 
young folks doing bad things 
these days, but there are 
many more working hard for 
the community. One 12- 
year-old boy sold about £9 
worth of tickets on his own.” 


The mini-bus collection 
was organised by two Wey- 
bridge (Surrey) brothers, 
Philip and Gordon Edwards- 
Ker. 


100 YEARS OLD BUT 
KNITS FOR CHARITY 


LE one can go by Miss Mary 
Edge, of 375 Liverpool 
Road, Southport, the secret 
of long life is knitting. Miss 
Edge is 100 years old, and 
has been knitting since she 
was 14, : 
Recently she presented 
five blankets made from 
woollen squares she had 
knitted to The Spastics 
Society’s Ellerslie Court 
Holiday Home, at Southport. 
Miss Edge’s_ knitting 
career began in 1884, when 
she became a machine knit- 


ter with the Manchester firm - 


of Harrison’s. She later 
became a teacher of knitting 
and exhibited some of her 
products at the Queen Vic- 
toria Jubilee exhibition in 
Edinburgh. 

When she retired Miss 
Edge gave up machine knit- 
ting and took tohand knitting 


as a hobby. Eighteen months 
ago her friend, Miss Evelyn 
Lakin, a retired school 
teacher, told her that Ellers- 
lie Court needed. blankets. 
Miss Edge rose to the 
occasion, collected oddments 
of wool from her friends, 
took up her needles and be- 
gan to knit. The knitted 
squares piled up and Miss 
Lakin—a mere slip of a girl 
in her mid-eighties—helped 
to stitch them into blankets. 
Mr, W. Brown, Secretary 
at Ellerslie Court, said: “The 
blankets will be of very real 
help to us, and I am sure 
bring comfortable warmth to 
our guests. They will some- 
times be used as wraps for 
people in wheelchairs.” 
Miss Edge helps spastics 
in more ways than one. She 
is a member of the Spastics 
League Club as well. 


His 24-hour walk 


with two sticks 


TT'ON Y Mansfield is 22 and partially paralysed as a re- 
sult of a motor accident 18 months age. He walks 
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with extreme difficulty, and has to use sticks. But that did 
not stop Tony of Worple Road, Staines, Middlesex, from 
carrying out a 24-hour solo sponsored walk in aid of 
spastics last month. And his effort may well raise a total of 


£500. 


Tony set off in pouring rain on September 12 for the 
23 mile walk to Chiswick and back. His pace was slow but 
his fund raising was fast. Even before he set out on the 
walk he had received more than £120 in donations. 
Another £40 was added to this during the walk. In addition 
to the ‘donations he should receive £13 a mile from his 


Sponsors. 


The money will be given to the South West Middlesex 
Group of The Spastics Society, to start a fund for a holiday 


chalet. 


“I first became interested in spastics after my acci- 
dent,” said Tony. “I suffered brain damage and partial 
paralysis as a result. This gave me an insight into the 


days. 


~ happened to me.” 


Club accompanied me.” 


plight of other people with brain damage. 

“I am relatively lucky because I am slowly recovering. 
With spastics of course there is no hope of recovery. 
Nevertheless a great deal is being done to help them these 


“When planning this walk I felt I should do some- 
thing to help a charity which helps brain damaged 
people. Many people think that brain damage doesn't con- 
cern them. But it can happen to anybody. Just like it 


After completing the walk Tony said: “My feet are 
full of blisters, but it has been well worth the effort. We 
finished on schedule despite the rain which dampened the 
start of the walk. A member of the Staines Round Table 


Before setting out on his marathon, Tony spoke on 
the B.B.C.’s “Today” radio programme. 


At the Festival Hall 


VERA Lynn, David Kos- 

soft and Sir John Giel- 
gud are just a few of the 
celebrities who will take part 
in the Stars Organisation for 
Spastics carol corcert at the 
Festival Hall on December 
ae 
Besides Vera Lynn, Ivor 
Emmanuel and Moira And- 


erson will sing 

Leslie Crowther will take 
off his comedian’s hat and 
will take to the piano to 
accompany carols during the 
evening. Backing the Stars 
will be the Epworth (Wok- 
ing) Choir of which there are 
290 members. Tickets will be 
on sale at the Festival Hall 


ay 
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